Oorrison 
Planetarium 


Sky Shows 


Probes, A look at man’s attempts to explore 
the universe, opens May 2 in Morrison 
Planetarium. Since the launching of Sputnik in 
1957, space flights and dreams of space travel 
have expanded on the basis of the rapidly 
growing new technology. Looking toward 
America’s first space staiton in 1992, this new 
sky show reflects on the advances made and the 
lessons learned in the past three decades. Probes 
can be seen through June 22 in Morrison 
Planetarium. 


Sky shows can be seen on weekdays at 2:00 
p.m. and weekends at 1:00, 2:00, 3:00 and 4:00 
p.m. On Memorial Day - Monday, May 26 -there 
will be shows at 12:30, 2:00 and 3:30 p.m. 


Due to the popularity of the shows, members 
are asked to be at the planetarium box office at 
least ten minutes before each performance in 
order to be assured of getting a seat. 


Exploring the Skies of the Season displays 
the night skies over San Francisco no matter 
what the weather. This is your chance to see 
Leo the Lion dominating the skies of the west 
while the Summer Triangle rises above the 
horizon. 


Shows are on Saturdays and Sundays at 12 noon. 


Laserium 


Laserium offers three laser shows - Crystal 
Odyssey: A Classical Fantasy on Saturdays 
and Sundays at 5:00 p.m.; Genesis featuring 
Phil Collins on Thursday through Sunday at 
9:00 p.m. with late shows on Friday and 
Saturday at 10:30 p.m.; and Pink Floyd’s Dark 
Side of the Moon on Friday, Saturday, and 
Sunday at 7:30 p.m. 


Tickets are $5 for adults and $3 for seniors and 
children 6-12. (Crystal Odyssey has a special 
adult admission of $4) Members are reminded 
that their complimentary planetarium passes are 
not valid for Laserium shows. Show titles are 
subject to change without notice. For recorded 
information call (415) 750-7138. 


Planetarium Concert Series 


The Morrison Planetarium’s Spring Con- 
cert Series concludes with an especially 
lively evening of music under the starry 
skies of the planetarium’s dome. 


The Blue Flame Stringband 


Tuesday, May 13 8:00 p.m. 


The Blue Flame Stringband is known for 
their high energy, good humor and excep- 
tionally fine traditional music. While best 
known for their Cajun music, they also in- 
clude tunes from South America, Europe, 
and Greece in their repertoire. 


Tickets are $4 for members and $6 for non- 
members. For reservations send a check 
payable to Morrison Planetarium and a self- 
addressed, stamped envelope to Planetarium 
Concert Series, California Academy of 
Sciences, Golden Gate Park, San Francisco, 
CA 94118. For information call (415) 
750-7127. 


rt of the Americas 


This new series of evening lecture/perfor- 
mances sponsored by the Society for Art 
Publications of the Americas (SAPA), 
highlights the cultural arts of North, Central 
and South America. 


Obsidian Song: Homage to Popocate 
Petl 

Thursday, May 1 

Wine and Cheese: 7:00 p.m. 
Presentation: 7:30 p.m. 


Victor Mario Zaballa presents ‘Obsidian 
Song: Homage to Popocate Petl.’’ Through 
dance, music and projected images, Zaballa 
evokes the experience of living under a 
volcano in central Mexico in a world of con- 
tinual festival. His performance piece 
focuses on the Nahuatl culture, specifically 
the beliefs, customs and oral traditions ex- 
pressed in ritual dances associated with the 
changing seasons. 


The Primal Mind 
Tuesday, May 13 

Wine and cheese: 7:00 p.m. 
Presentation: 7:30 p11. 


“The Primal Mind” is a film produced and 
narrated by Jamake Highwater, renowned 
authority on American Indian Cultures. Bas- 
ed on Highwater’s highly-acclaimed book 
“The Primal Mind: Vision and Reality in In- 
dian America’’, the film explores the basic 
differences between Native American and 
Western worldviews with their contrasting 
perceptions of time, space, nature and art. 


These programs, in Morrison Auditorium at 
the Academy, begin at 7:00 p.m. with wine 
and cheese; the presentations begin at 7:30 
p.m. Tickets are $5 at the door; price in- 
cludes wine and cheese. 


raditional Arts 


The Phyllis Wattis Traditional Arts 
Series reflects the Bay Area’s exciting blend 
of colorful cultures and ethnic groups from 
around the world. Every Saturday at 1:00 
p.m. one group shares some aspect of its 
cultural heritage with visitors to the 
Academy. These free programs in Wattis 
Hall of Man are funded by a grant from the 
Paul L. and Phyllis Wattis Foundation. 


May 3 - In honor of Cinco de Mayo, 
Geraldo Salinas and the Xipe Totec Dancers 
perform the indigenous dances of central 
Mexico such as the azteca and concheros 
dances of the Nahuatl people. 


May 10 - Master storyteller Bertram Minkin 
follows the tale of Halley’s Comet with Star 
Words - a repertoire of celestial stories to 
expand our understanding of the universe. 


May 17 - The Academy’s current exhibit 
“The Earth Shook, The Sky Burned”’ sets 
the theme for Gracie Larsen’s demonstration 
of tape laces, popular as dress trims around 
1900. 


May 24 -The Kaleidoscope Ensemble - a 
17-piece band from new Traditions School 
-plays music from around the world, reflec- 
ting the diverse ethnic backgrounds of the 
student musicians. 


May 31 -Miyuki Otake demonstrates 
Japanese batik, combining ancient methods 
of printing with modern interpretations. 


ypectal Lectures 


Earthquake Preparedness: Focusing on 
Coalinga and Mexico City 


Richard Hansen and Dr. Robert Nason 


Tuesday, May 6 8:00 p.m. 
The 1906 Earthquake devastated the city of 
San Francisco, but also was the spark for 
building a new and more beautiful city. Is 
the new San Francisco safer than the one 
that existed at the turn of the century? The 
final lecture in this series will focus on two 
recent major earthquakes, examining what 
occurred and suggesting what should be 
done to prevent extensive damage. Speakers 
are Dr. Robert Nason, formerly of the Earth- 
quake Research Office of the U.S. Geological 
Survey, and Richard Hansen, photographer 
and consultant to the San Francisco Fire Dept. 


Tickets are $3 for members and $4 for non 
members and can be purchased at the door 
one-half hour before each lecture. 


The California Academy of Sciences and 
Phileas Fogg’s Books and Maps for the 
Traveler continue this lecture series for peo- 
ple interested in world affairs and travel. 
Presented at the Academy by Dr. Georg 
Treichel of San Francisco State University, 
each program focuses on one destination. 
Dr. Treichel has led expeditions throughout 
the world and received ‘Outstanding Lec- 
turer’ awards from many organizations. 


The U.S.S.R. Monday, May 12 
Morrison Auditorium 7:30 p.m. 
The largest country on Earth, the Union of 
Soviet Socialist Republics spans almost one 
half of the northern hemisphere, stretching 
across 11 time zones. It is home to 270 
million people representing more than one 
hundred ethno-linguistic groups. Dr. 
Treichel will describe the ancient and color- 
ful traditions of these diverse peoples. 


Tickets are $5 and will be sold at the door 
before the lecture. 


Art and Magic of the Australian 
Aborigines 


Dr. John C. Cawte 


Thursday, May 22 8:00 p.m. 
Australian aborigines have sustained their 
culture in an astonishingly developed 
ceremonial life. Dr. John C. Cawte has spent 
considerable time in remote tribal com- 
munities, and during the last 12 years has 
been deeply involved at Elcho Island in 
Arnhem Land where he has been accepted 
as an “‘in’’ man and allowed to film and 
record rituals of magic, healing, and mourn- 
ing rites which few, if any, outsiders have 
ever witnessed. Dr. Cawte, who teaches 
anthropology and psychology at the Univer- 
sity of New South Wales, will describe these 
ceremonies and show rare film footage of 
aboriginal secret rituals. 


This lecture is co-sponsored by the Califor- 
nia Academy of Sciences and the Friends of 
Ethnic Art. Tickets are $3 for members and 
$5 for non-members and are available at the 
door one-half hour before the lecture. For 
information call the Special Programs Office 
at (750) 750-7222. 


Northern Territory 
of Australia 


Carved figure from 


NASA: Examining the Past, Looking 
Toward the Future 


Astronaut Jeffrey A. Hoffman 
Tuesday, June 10 8:00 p.m. 


Astronaut Jeffrey Hoffman will review the 
triumphs and the tragedies of the American 
Space Shuttle Program. With 24 successful 
flights in five years of operation, the Shuttle 
is the most versatile space vehicle ever built, 
having the ability to launch and repair 
satellites, serve as a scientific laboratory and 
an engineering testbed. After assessing the 
impact that the Challenger explosion has 
had, Dr. Hoffman will discuss the future of 
the Shuttle Program, with an emphasis on 
scientific projects. 

Dr. Hoffman, who earned a doctorate in 
Astrophysics at Harvard, was selected to be 
an astronaut in 1978. In April 1985 he flew 
on a five day mission aboard the Space 
Shuttle and completed a spacewalk in an at- 
tempted rescue of a malfunctioning satellite. 


Tickets are $2 for members and $3 for non- 
members and can be purchased at the door 
one-half hour before the program. 


nside the Academy 


The California Academy of Sciences 
recently hosted an evening for 
delegates to the National Science 
Teachers Association’s Annual Meeting. 
2000 science teachers from around the 
world toured behind the scenes at the 
Academy and were invited to a panel discus- 
sion on ‘‘Science Education for the 21st 
Century’’. The panel, moderated by Fred 
Friendly, former president of CBS News, in- 
cluded Bill Honig, California Superintendent 
of Public Instruction; Nobel Laureate Dr. 
Glenn Seaborg and Dr. Frank Talbot, Ex- 
ecutive Director of the Academy. Both 
scientists and educators agreed that science 
education is given too little time and too lit- 
tle funding. Mr. Honig stated his concern 
that ‘‘we really give a broad range of 
students an understanding of scientific ideas 
and a way of looking at a problem from a 
scientific perspective’. Dr. Talbot described 
the Academy’s efforts outside a classroom 
setting to inspire curiosity in young minds 
about the world. This special event was 
sponsored by the people of Chevron. 


The following scientific papers have 
recently been published by the California 
Academy of Sciences: 


Brown, Walter C. and John R.H. Gibbons. 
Species of the Emoia samoensis Group of 
Lizards (Scincidae) in the Fiji Islands, with 
Descriptions of Two New Species. Pro- 
ceedings, v.44:4 


Zullo, Victor A. Quaternary Barnacles from 
the Galapagos Islands. Proceedings, v.44:5 


Kavanaugh, David H. A Systematic Review 
of Amphizoid Beetles (Amphizoidae: Coleop- 
tera) and their Phylogenetic Relationships to 
Other Adephaga. Proceedings, v.44:6 


Day, Alva G. and Reid Moran. Acanthogilia, 
a New Genus of Polemoniaceae from Baja 
California, Mexico. Proceedings, v. 44:7 


If you are interested in receiving copies of these 
publications, please contact Kate Ulrich on 
weekday mornings at (415) 750-7110. 


pectal Exhibits 


Dugald Stermer: Illustrations of Wild 
Life showcases the easily recognizable, fine 
line style of this Bay Area artist. Stermer’s 
work has been featured in local and national 
publications; he is noted for his ability to 
capture powerful images with delicate pencil 
and watercolor washes. Eighty of Stermer’s 
illustrations will be on display through June 
15 in Lovell-White Hall. 


The Far Side of Science continues to 
draw chuckling crowds to Hohfeld Halls I 
and II. 400 original Far Side cartoons by 
Gary Larson challenge the viewer with a 
new slightly askew vision of a natural world 
where cows discuss physics and lemmings 
dare to be different. The Far Side of Science 
can be seen through June 22. 


The Earth Shook, The Sky Burned 
displays historic photographs of the earth- 
quake and fire that nearly destroyed San 
Francisco in 1906. Against a backdrop of the 
severely damaged city, residents are cap- 
tured in photographs continuing with their 
everyday life - including cooking in the 
streets on rescued kitchen stoves. The Earth 
Shook, The Sky Burned can be seen in 
Cowell Gallery through June 4. This exhibit 
is sponsored by a grant from the San Fran- 
cisco Hotel Tax Fund. 


Prismacolor Nature Drawings features 
the work of Rod McPherson , who captures 
the brilliance of nature in illustrations with a 
rainbow spectrum of color. McPherson’s 
work should be familiar to Academy visitors 
- his watercolors of fish have appeared on 
the legends above the tanks in Steinhart 
Aquarium since 1978. Prismacolor Nature 
Drawings can be seen in Lower Cowell 
Gallery May 15 through September 15. 


oung Audiences 


This exciting series of professional perform- 
ing arts programs for children explores 
science and cultural anthropology through 
music, dance and theater. Presented on the 
last Wednesday and Sunday of each month 
at the Academy, the series is made possible 
by a grant from McKesson Foundation Inc. 
to Young Audiences of the Bay Area, a non- 
profit organization sponsoring art programs 
in local schools. 


The Natayana Company 


Sunday, May 25 1:00 p.m. 
Wednesday, May 28* 11:00 a.m. 


The Natayana Company combine beautiful 
costumes and elaborate hand gestures in 
their performance of bharatanatyam -South 
Indian classical dance. 


*The Wednesday performance for school 
groups is by reservations only. Call Young 
Audiences, Inc. at (415) 495-8380 for infor- 
mation. 


dult Education 
and Travel 


There’s still space in these Adult Education 
activities. Sign up for a new view of the 
natural world - and bring a friend. For infor- 
mation call the Education Office at (415) 
750-7100. 


Stargazing for Backpackers 
May 7, 14 & 21 


Reptiles and Amphibians of Pepper- 
wood 
Class-May 21 Trip-May 24 


Academy Expeditions 


Plan your travels with the California 
Academy of Sciences. There are diverse 
destinations with adventure and education 
for every traveler. For information call the 
Academy Travel Office at (415) 750-7222. 


THE WILDLIFE AND WONDERS OF 
INDIA AND NEPAL 
October 28 - November 20 


Join Dr. Robert Drewes of the Academy’s 
Department of Herpetology on this unique 
and wonderful tour to India and Nepal - a 
tour like no other. Rather than attempting to 
explore the vast subcontinent in a rapid 
sweep, we have chosen to focus on the 
wildlife and antiquities of Nepal and Nor- 
thern India. 


Highlights will include a three day stay at 
Dudhwa National Park where we are guests 
of world famous conservationist Billy Arjan 
Singh at is home Tiger Haven. Our ‘‘safari”’ 
will then continue north into Nepal where 
members will stay in comfortable Karnali 
Camp in the Karnali Gorge for several days 
of birding, short walks and a canoe trip 
down the Karnali River. We will also travel 
to Tiger Tops Lodge in Chitwan National 
Park for the delightful experience of 
gameviewing from elephant back. 


Returning to Northern India, guests visit the 
temple complexes of Khajuraho, the Taj 
Mahal, the bird sanctuary at Bharatpur, and 


the lovely city of Jaipur. The trip concludes 
at the colorful annual Pushkar Fair where 
people come from all over northern India 
for trading and the camel races and horse 
races - a sight not to be missed. 


Cost is $3297 for land and $1938 for air. 
Cost includes a $350 donation to the 
California Academy of Sciences. For infor- 
mation, please call the Academy Travel 
Office at (415) 750-7222. 


Other 1986 expeditions include: 


ANTIQUITIES AND TALL SHIPS: 
A cruise through the Mediterrean 
May 24 - June 8 

$4945 to $8445 including air fare 
KENYA ADVENTURE SAFARI 


June 4-18 
$1745 land plus $1400 air fare 


A NATURALIST’S AUSTRALIA 
August 14 - September 7 
$3100 land plus $1816 air fare 


GRAND CANYON WHITEWATER 
EXPEDITION 

August 17 - 31 

$1396 plus air fare 

ALASKAN ODYSSEY CRUISE 


August 30 - September 11 
$2810 - $3990 cruise plus air fare 


JUNGLE RIVERS OF SOUTH AMERICA: 
The Orinoco and the Amazon 
September 30 - October 15 

$3990 to $8690 plus $1220 air fare 


A WILDLIFE SAFARI TO INDIA AND 
NEPAL 

October 28 - November 20 

$3452 plus $1805 air fare 

THE YUCATAN 


October 31 - November 16 
$1895 land plus $446 air fare 


Typography and printing by Graphic Arts of Marin, Inc. 


ay 
Members’ Meetings 


You are cordially invited to 
Members’ Open House 
Wednesday, May 14 

6:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. 


Celebrate National Science Week by visiting the 
oldest scientific institution in the West - the 
California Academy of Sciences. This is the 
exciting, once-a-year Opportunity to see what 
goes on behind the scenes at the Academy. 
Members will be able to meet with the research 
staff and see the huge scientific collections that 
are invaluable to scientists throughout the 
world. From the 2 million preserved specimens 
in the Ichthyology Department to more than six 
miles of pipe that carries water to the 14,000 
animals of Steinhart Aquarium, this is the night 
to see it all and ask those how and why 
questions. 


The Nature Company will remain open, and 
cookies and juice will be served in the cafeteria 
throughout the evening. Allow lots of time to 
tour as the California Academy of Sciences has 
been very busy during the last 133 years. 


Sneak Preview: The members’ meetings on 
June 11 and 12 will feature Rodney Jackson 
previewing his research on snow leopards that 
will be featured on the cover of the June issue 
of National Geographic Magazine. 


he Month 
At A Glance 


MAY 


Art of the Americas - Obsidian Song 
Probes opens in Planetarium 


WN 


Traditional Arts - dances of central 
Mexico 


6 Earthquake Preparedness lecture 


10 Traditional Arts - storyteller 
Bertram Minkin 


2 Travel Forum - U,S.S5,R. 


13. The Blue Flame Stringband in Planetarium 


13. Art of the Americas - Film: The Primal 
Mind 
14 Annual Open House 


15 Opening of Prismacolor Nature 
Drawings 


17 Traditional Arts - tape laces 
22 Art and Magic of Australian aboringines 
24 Traditional Arts - Kaleidoscope Ensemble 


25 Young Audiences - South Indian classical 
dance 


31 Traditional Arts - Japanese batik 


Mark your calendar to spend Saturday 
evenings at the radio! Science in Action is 
now being presented on KCBS News 74 
every Saturday from 7 to 9 p.m. The 
Academy’s own Jerry Kay is hosting this live 
science program which features Academy 
staff, Fellows, and visiting experts from 
other institutions taking a close look at cur- 
rent science topics in the news. Earth- 
quakes, science education, and major 
weather patterns are a few of the topics that 
have been covered in this lively and infor- 
mative program. YOu can join in the discus- 
sions by calling Jerry and his guests at (800) 
228-KCBS. 
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